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Memorial Service
Program: Talking Turkey
Speaker - Kathy MIller

Chairs:  Judeen Johnson, & Mary Negstad 
   Roger & Gwen Pickett (Co Chairs)

Serving Committee: Diane Hexem, Lawrence 
Holmes, Loye Romereinm-Holmes, James Martin, 
Wendy Olson, Alfred & Deanna Rude, Ruth Vostad-
Fenner

Your Lodge President continued to receive an on 
going education at the last Sons of Norway Board 
meeting. The discussion evolved to a topic of 
Lingonberry jelly. I had never heard of it. I was 
promptly informed that the Lodge used to order a 
couple of cases at a time from various suppliers. 
However, the suppliers had discontinued handling 
the product and a new supply was not readily 
available except at IKEA in the Twin Cities. I 
announced that we drive by there several times a 
year and I was duly instructed to bring Lingonberry 
jelly to Brookings and the Lodge. What is left over, 
can be purchased for $5.00 from President Clark, 
692-6698. Should I make another run to the Cities? 
Grandma loves to see the grandchildren. We had 
some at Thanksgiving and loved it!!!

Why do people join an organization? Why should 
individuals consider joining the Son of Norway 
Lodge in Brookings?  Sometimes I think I belong to 
too many organizations! Why do I join?

We join for the social aspect. Whether it is a card 
club, an organization, etc. we always enjoy visiting.

Some may join the Sons of Norway Lodge to acquire 
additional knowledge of the Norwegian culture. You 
might have an interest in family genealogy and 
certainly can pursue that on your own, but just think 
about all of the information you can gather by 
attending meetings and have access to literature 
from the organization.

I join organizations because I can’t do it alone. By 
teaming together, with each of us doing just a bit, the 
results can be unbelievable; scholarships for 
Norwegian Language Camps, travel, festivals, 
programming at our own South Dakota Children’s 
Museum, dancers and the list goes on and on.  

The Lodge was again asked by the staff at the South 
Dakota Children’s Museum to sponsor a cultural 
event. The event will be held Wednesday, December 

14th. The Lodge dancers will perform and teach 
dance steps, lefse will be made, puzzle maps of 
Norway have been made and will be given away, 
nursery rhymes spoken in Norwegian will be shared 
along with a few Norwegian words, troll stories will 
be read and trolls constructed from clay.

Ask a friend or a relative to join the Lodge. 

Clark Hanson
President

KALENDAR
December 6 - Lodge Meeting 7:00 pm
December 12 - Board Meeting Public Library 
December 28 - Newsletter Deadline - January issue

January 9, 2012 - Board Meeting Public Library
January 24, 2012 - Lodge Meeting 7:00 pm
January 24, 2012 - Newsletter Deadline - February Issue

Members are asked to bring a dozen cookies or bars 
(preferably Norwegian) to the January meeting to be served 
at the Banelopet the following weekend.

January’s Program
Kathy Miller will present the program "Talking 
Turkey". She is the school counselor at Camelot 
Intermediate School. In the summer of 2007  she 
traveled to Turkey with a group of educators from all 
over the United States. They learned about the 
history and culture of the people of Turkey. Kathy will 
share some of her experiences from the trip. 

Fjordland members received their cultural
 awards at the December meeting



Fjordland Lodge #508 Sons of Norway

Meetings 4th Tuesday of the Month with the following Exceptions:
    

2nd Saturday in November (Lutefisk Dinner)

2nd Tuesday in December

Except for May, all meetings are at the County Resource Center in 
the Brookings Swiftel Center

President:   Clark Hanson (692-6698)
Vice Presidents:   Doris & Arnie Brown (692-5901)
Treasurer:   James Thvedt (692-2413)
Financial Secretary:  Mary Quissell (693-3310)
Editor   Jeff Jung (692-6086)

SONS OF NORWAY FJORDLAND LODGE 1-508
DECEMBER 6, 2011

The December meeting of the Sons of Norway met 
December  6, 2011 at the Brookings County Extension 
Center.  President Clark Hanson called the meeting to order 
at 7:00.

Members stood for the presentation of the flags of America, 
Canada, Norway and the Sons of Norway. The national 
anthems were sung, and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

Guests were introduced.  Guests of Linda Vaa were Jeff and 
Maia and their children,   Mollie and Mason Moore,  as well 
as new dancers Missy Sagmoe,  Mollie and Mason Moore.  
Norma Hansen introduces new member Don Lee.Norma 
Vanderpan introduced her  daughter and granddaughter,  
Dorothy and Krystle Tufte.

The  Nordic Nimble Feet Dancers performed under the 
direction of Linda Vaa.  They did the Familivals,  Sneak,  Hills 
fra Mae Dig Hjemma,  Gammel Reinlender,  Sword Dance,  
Ye Ar So Glad,  and Jegjki Meg Over Sjom Land

Linda Vaa presented medals for cooking to Aarne Nixon,  
Kristjan Nixon,  Ruth Nixon, Maria Nixon, Jedidiah Nixon,  
Loree Mall, Loren Ball,  Lily Ball,  Dorean Ball,  Destiny 
Jorenby,  Jeremiah Jorenby. Cheryl Jorenby and Josiah 
Jorenby.  Beverly Craddock received an award for reading,  
Tanner Redday-Olson for mentor folk dancing,  Marge 
Grorud for mentoring youth figure carving, and Sheila Widner 
for hand knitting.

The minutes of the October board meeting were corrected to 
strike “and with an elevator”.

It was announced that lingonberry jelly is for sale at $5.00 a 
jar, and Norwegian Calendars for $10. 

The VFW will host a sales event on December 10, and the 
Sons of Norway will rent a table there  Members are invited 
to bring crafts and baked goods on that day for the sale.

Mary Quissell announced  that  Nancy Dunlop  Greg Hanson, 
Don and Sharon Vettrus all of Hendricks and Jaime Pereles 
are new members.

Jim Thvedt presented the 2012 budget.  Motion carried for its 
approval.

The Sons of Norway program at the Children’s Museum on 
December 14 from 3:00-5:00 P M was reviewed by Marge 
Grorud, who will teach lefse making,  Linda Vaa will instruct 
Norwegian dancing, and Jim and Gloria Thvedt who will work 
with Norwegian language,  map puzzles,  troll stories and troll 
figures in clay.  Other members were encouraged to help with 
these projects.

Officers for the 2012 year were installed by Barbara Hoium.  
They are:  President,  Clark Hanson; Councilor, Dennis 
Quissell; Secretary, Cheryl Jorenby;  Membership Secretary, 
Mary Quissell;  Assistant Financial Secretary,  Jeffrey Jung;  
Treasurer,  Jim Thvedt;  Co-Social Director,  Donna 
Steenson;  Co-Social Director,  Marge Grorud;  Cultural 
Director,  Linda Vaa;  Marshalls:  Josiah  Jorenby and  
Destiny Jorenby,  Trustee (3 years) Dennis Quissell,  Trustee 
(2 years) Barbra Hoium,  Trustee  (1 year) Garry Grorud;  
Publicity Director,  Cindy Ostlie;  Co-Historians Mary Quissell 
and Linda Vaa; Greeters Darryl and Bette Johnson,  Roger 
and Gwen Pickett;  Foundation Director,  Marge Grorud;  
Sports Director,  Sarah Vaa;  Music Directors,  Norma 
Hansen and Bev Craddock;  Youth Director,  Linda Vaa;  
Editor,  Jeffrey Jung and Web Director,  Cody Jung.

The next Board meeting will be on December 12 and   in 

January they will meet on the 9th at the Brookings Library.  
The next Lodge meeting is Tuesday,  January 24.  The 
deadline for the newsletter is December 28.

The door prize was won by Mary Hatlestad. 

Eight members were recognized for the December birthdays, 
and “Happy Birthday to You” was sung.

Eight familiar Christmas Carols were sung by the group 
under the direction of Bev Craddock and the accompaniment  
at the piano  by Norma Hansen.

The table prayer was sung and the Colors retired.  

The meeting was adjourned.

The Program was Christmas Memories of three generations 
by Norma Vanderpan,  her daughter Dorothy Tufte and 
granddaughter,  Krystle Tufte  .

Respectfully Submitted,
Gloria Thvedt 
Secretary

Bette Johnson presents the door prize to 
Mary Hatlestad at the December meeting

Members of  Fjordland with December birthdays were
recognized at the meeting



To see this newsletter in color, 
visit Fjordland ‘s website.

Fjordland Lodge Website - Sons508.com

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to 
preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to 
celebrate our relationship with other Nordic countries, 
and to provide quality insurance and financial 
products to its members.

The Nordic Nimble Feet pose for a picture after dancing at 
Stony Brook Assisted Living Center

Below are the dancers in front of the Christmas trees at the 
South Dakota State Capitol

Alfred Nobel
The Man Behind the Prize

Every December 10th, five exceptional men and 
women are honored with one of the most 
prestigious awards ever created, the Nobel 
Prize. Held in Stockholm and Oslo, the annual 
Prize Award Ceremonies commemorate the 
anniversary of the death of the prize's founder, 
Alfred Nobel. While much is known about 
recipients of the prizes, how much is known 
about the creator behind them? 

Alfred Nobel was born in Stockholm, Sweden in 
1833. The son of an inventor and architect, 
Alfred was tutored at home until the age of 16. A 
trained chemist, Alfred began experimenting with 
the explosive, nitroglycerine. Several years later 
Alfred created his most famous invention, 
dynamite. While many saw Alfred's invention as 
dangerous and destructive, Alfred believed it 
would create peace rather than decimate it, 
saying, "My factories may make an end of war 
sooner than your congresses. The day when two 
army corps can annihilate each other in one 
second, all civilized nations, it is to hoped, will 
recoil from war and discharge their troops."

In 1888 after the death of Alfred's brother, 
Ludvig, a French newspaper mistakenly ran an 
obituary for Alfred, labeling him the "merchant of 
death". A pacifist at heart, Alfred was disturbed 
by the epitaph and he sought to leave behind a 
different legacy than the phrase coined by the 
newspaper. 

When Alfred died on December 10th, 1896, he 
left 94% of his wealth to the establishment of five 
prizes (physics, chemistry, physiology or 
medicine, literature and peace) to "those who, 
during the preceding year, shall have conferred 
the greatest benefit to mankind." Although the 
will was met with many obstacles, the Nobel 
Foundation was established and the first prizes 
awarded on the five year anniversary of his 
death on December 10, 1901.

For information on the Long Term Care 
Partnership for South Dakota residents, call 
Garry Grorud for details - Toll Free: 1-877-
377-4251

Charter Member of Fjordland.  Norma Vandepan 
and her daughter Dorothy and granddaughter Krystle 

Tufte shared three generations of "Christmas 
Traditions " at the December meeting. 

NEW DIRECTORY

The new Fjordland directory will be published after 
the first of the year.  Please check your listing in the 
current directory and pass any corrections on to Jeff 
Jung, Lorraine Fredrikson or Mary Quissell.  We 
occasionally send those last minute announcements 
by email.  Please check your email listing to be sure 
that it is correct.  
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Cleng Peerson – The Norwegian Emigration Father

After Norway had been rid of the Danish rule in 1814, Norwegian nationalism grew. Henrik Wegeland was “new Norway’s” 
first poet and he became a great symbol of Norwegian freedom. The growing freedom  feeling also lead to other effects. 
One of these was a large interest in emigration to America. Cleng Peerson was born in Tysvær in 1782. Like many others 
who were interested in America, he was deeply religious. He belonged to the Quaker Church and in 1821 was sent to the 
state of New York to look into the possibility of creating a Norwegian colony. After 3 years he returned to Stavanger and 
advocated strongly to get a ship that could sail from Norway. Many within the Quaker Church in Stavanger were strongly 
convinced by Peerson and on July 4th, 1825, 52 Norwegians emigrated on the sloop “Restoration” from Stavanger. They 
arrived in New York on the 15th of October and the number was increased to 53. A newborn baby saw the first day’s light 
on the way over the Atlantic Ocean. The newspaper “New York Daily Adviser” characterized the shipmen as “an unusual 
sight.” The newspaper was interested in the old-fashioned clothes the Norwegians wore – fashion is not a concept that 
only belongs in the present. 

Cleng Peerson led his fellow Quakers to Kendall Township by Lake Ontario where they were allocated land. But Peerson 
was an adventurous man and continued his travels through North America. On his voyage through the Midwest, he found 
the fertile Fox River Valley in Illinois. He then returned to his friends by Lake Ontario and persuaded them to move to 
Illinois. Odd Lovoll describes Cleng Peerson among other things as “Peer Gynt on the Prairie” – a description we can 
agree describes this adventurer. His ability to convince others was something he had plenty of! Peerson continued his 
traveling and died in Texas in 1865.

Cleng Peerson is rightly called “the Norwegian emigration father.” Not just because he organized the first joint Norwegian 
emigration. He also advocated that, in the end, they should settle in the Midwest – a place that would late become the 
main area of the great Norwegian emigration wave 50 years later. The first emigrant wrote home and told about a 
“beautiful and fertile land,” and therefore more Norwegians were informed of where they should go in America. 

Last Paragraph Repeated in Norwegian

Cleng Peerson er med rette kalt ”den norske utvandringens far.” Ikke bare organiserte han den første norske samlede 
utvandringen. Han sørget også for at de til slutt slo seg ned i Midt-Vesten – det som senere skulle bli hovedområdet for 
den store norske utvandringsbølgen 50 år senere. De første utvandrerne skrev hjem og fortalte om et ”deilig og fruktbart 
land,” og dermed visste stadig flere nordmenn hvor de skulle dra i Amerika. 

Youth and dance news

The Lodge had the Viking boat in the Hobo Day parade and enjoyed a beautiful day.  The crowd was very large and 
we ran out of candy to give  before the end of the parade.  But we gave out many smiles!!!!!

On November 19th the dancers went to Stony Brook Assisted Living and performed 16 dances.  They have such a 
beautiful eating room and it is fun to dance there.  Later we had a treat at Dairy Queen.

December is always a busy month but we love it.  On Dec 4th five cars drove to Pierre to the State Capitol to see the 
Christmas trees and to dance in the Rotunda.  WOW, the Capitol was decorated in bright colors and the trees had 
such warm meanings made by many organizations.  There was  a large crowd of watchers as we danced and several 
joined in with us and danced.  It was fun to see so many Norwegians from the former Lodge in Pierre.

On the 6th of December we were honored to dance for our own Lodge at the Christmas meeting.  Several of the 
dancers had just joined us but did a super job dancing and smiling.  We do get to teach dances at the Children’s 

Museum on Dec 14th  and we will dance at the Brookings  Activity Canter on Dec 18th for a Christmas Party.  Come 
and join us.

Linda Vaa


